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Main Contractor: Bennett Construction Ltd

Architects: RKD 

M&E Designer: Horman O’Brien Associates

Mechanical Contractor: T. Bourke & Co

Electrical Contractor: Mercury Engineering

QS: Bruce Shaw Partnership

Landscape Architect: Mitchell & Associates

Allied Workspace was 
nominated by RKD Architects  
to fit out the Department  
of Agriculture & Food new  
State Laboratories in  
BackWeston, Kildare. 

The 25,000 sq. meter, €90 million, state 
of the art Food Research and Monitoring 
Laboratory complex includes extensive 
laboratories that provide specialist 
microbiological containment suites 
for dealing with controlled pathogens, 
library facilities, seminar and training 
areas, support offices and complex 
integrated support and service areas. 

The project comprised the design and full fit out  

of two floors (the atrium, reception and library 

areas) and included the provision of a diverse  

range of fit out elements such as structural  

glazing, structural steelwork, glass partitioning, 

Shadbolt timber panelled partitioning, joinery,  

metal louvre panels and manifestation.

The ground floor atrium and reception area  

fit out consisted of full height structural glazing. 

Allied Workspace were the only contractor  

who could deliver a turnkey package to include  

structural steel and glazing. The slab to slab glazing 

(4m x 1.8m panels) incorporated a feature louvre 

which was supported by structural steel. As the 

steelwork could not be fixed into the hollow core 

slab, the beams were designed to be attached to, 

and span, the 7.2m building column grid. 

for the Department 
of Agriculture

 

PROJECTS


A
llied

 W
o

rkspa
ce  space to w

ork

36



The first floor glazing to the library area was 

designed to be cantilevered off the floor slab. 

Again, due to the hollow core slab, Allied 

Workspace designed, manufactured and fitted 

custom cantilevered support. The designs and 

structural calculations for the supports were 

approved by the architects, while the method  

of installation was pre-approved by the  

structural engineer on-site.

Allied provided a turnkey solution which  

included technical drawings, design calculations 

and costings. The project plan also incorporated 

a logistics plan to load and distribute the glass 

throughout the building. This included using 

custom A-frames to get the glass into the  

building and then a mini-expandable crane  

with a capacity of 350kgs to hoist each panel  

up to the first floor  
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